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BIBL 253: 
Hermeneutics        

How to Use this Guide 

 Choose the resources you need for 

your assignment (the summary on 

page 1 will help with this.) 

 Use this guide to find these 

resources in the library  

 Use the call number or search tips 

to find the resources in the library 

or online 

 If you need help, ask at the 

Circulation Desk, or use the contact 

information below 

Old Testament Paper 

PLEASE NOTE: This guide is only a 
good place to start and not a 
complete list. There may be other 
resources you can use for this 
paper. Look around the library, use 
the library catalog to find materials, 
and ask the library staff for help!   

Commentaries in sets 
Word Biblical Commentary  
REF BS 491.2 .W67 

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary  
REF BS 491.2 .E96  (Older edition) 

Zondervan Illustr. Bible Backgrounds Comm: OT 
REF BS 1151.52 .Z66 2009 (5 vol.) 
Great resource for cultural and historical inform. 

The Anchor Bible   
REF 192.2 .A1 1964 

Zondervan NIV Bible Commentary: OT 
REF BS 491.2 .Z65 1994  
Use for a quick introduction to your passage/book. 

IVP Bible Background Commentary: OT 
BS1151.2 .W35 2000  

Commentaries shelved by book 
Starting  with Genesis at REF BS 1235.4 

NIV Application Commentary  
Critical commentaries; highlight contemporary 
significance of the passage. Newer editions. 

New Internat. Commen. on the OT (NICOT) 
A very good, scholarly commentary. 

 

Reading about your 
scripture passage 

Commentaries you can check out 
Find these in Stacks 2, shelved by book of the Bible  

Tyndale Bible Commentaries  
A good, easy-to-read commentary. 

New Internat. Commen. on the OT (NICOT) 
Some volumes of this series are also in Stack 2. 

Your assignment: 
Read the summary of your assignment below 

to help choose the resources you need: 

Part 1: Historical Matters 
Research and write about any pertinent 
historical matters related to your passage, 
including: authorship, date/s of events being 
recorded, archeological finds related to your 
passage, cultural issues, etc.  

Use Bible Dictionaries and Encyclopedias as 
well as critical commentaries. 

Part 2: Literary Matters 
Research and write about any pertinent 
literary matters related to your passage, 
including the type of genre that best represents 
your passage, notable elements like repetition 
or quotation of other passages, why is this said 
in the way that it is said, are there any curious 
words or ideas.  

Use critical commentaries.  

Part 3: Theological Matters 
Research and write about any pertinent 
theological matters related to your passage, 
including what does this passage teach us 
about God or people, or what does this passage 
teach us about how we ought to live.  

Use critical commentaries and theological 
dictionaries. 

Find information about your passage in 
commentaries. They are shelved together in sets  
and also by book of the Bible. See the back of this 
page for tips on using commentaries. 



History, themes, etc. 

Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia  
REF BS 440 .W92 (3 vol.)  

The Anchor Bible Dictionary  

REF BS 440 .A54 1992 (6 vol.) 

Eerdman’s Dictionary of the Bible  
REF BS 440 .E44 2000  (3 vol.) 

New Internat. Dict. of OT Theol. & Exegesis 

REF BS 440 .N438 (5 vol.) 

IVP Bible Dictionary Series: NT 
A series that presents current scholarship in 

evangelical theology. These are excellent 

comprehensive volumes, on the following topics: 

Dictionary of OT: Historical Books  

BS1205.55 .D53 2005  

Dictionary of OT: Prophets  

BS1505.55 .D53 2012   

Diction. of OT: Wisdom, Poetry and Writings 

BS440 .D53 2008  

Dictionary of OT: Pentateuch  
BS1225.52 .D53 2003  

 

 

Find it online 
These resources are available for free online  
 

Smith’s Bible Dictionary  
REF BS 440 .S6 1979 (1 vol.) 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/ 

smiths-bible-dictionary/  

International Standard Bible Encycl. 
REF BS 440 .I6 1992 (4 vol.) 

http://www.internationalstandardbible.com/  

Bible dictionaries and encyclopedias are excellent 

resources for finding background information on 

books of the Bible and on major people, places and 

topics in the Bible; also cultural, historical, and  

theological discussions. 

In the Library 

Article Search — Library homepage 

www.trinitybiblecollege.edu/library     
Search for religion and theology resources from the 

library homepage. Or try searching these databases: 

 
ATLA Religion Database 
Articles from 1,746 major religion and theology 
journals. 

Academic Search 
Articles for research on academic and scholarly 
topics from 7,600 scholarly publications. 

Online 

BiblicalStudies.org 

http://www.biblicalstudies.org.uk/    
An online resource for open-access journal articles 

on many subjects in biblical studies. 

Google Custom Search 

www.trinitybiblecollege.edu/library     
Search for Bible and theology resources from 

scholarly online journals recommended by your 

professor.  

Searching for articles 

Use your biblical passage as a search term, along 

with main themes or people from your passage: 

 “Ezekiel 4” 

Ezekiel 4:6 

 “Ezekiel  4” AND “Son of Man” 

 

Ask at the Circulation Desk if you need help 
finding journal articles. 

Journal Articles For further research... 

Strongest NIV Exhaustive Concordance 
REF BS 425 .G62 2004 

Look up significant words in your passage. Use 

the 4-digit Strong’s code to use in a Lexicon or 

Word Dictionary to find the meaning and usage of 

the Hebrew word.  

 

Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the OT 
REF PJ 4833 .G4 1979 

Use the Strong’s Concordance codes to look up 

the Hebrew word. Includes detailed notes of 

translation and where and how the word is used 

elsewhere in the Bible. 

 

The Complete Word Study Dictionary: OT 
REF BS 1121 .B35 2003 

Just like the lexicon above, use the Strong’s 

Concordance codes to look up the Hebrew word. 

 

 
 

Helpful tips! 
In commentaries look for information:  

 In the introduction. You can find  
information about themes, authorship, 
genre, etc. of books of the Bible. 

 In the scripture passage you are studying 
for your assignment, which will discuss 
meaning, unique words, themes, etc. 

 In the index. Look up the verse you are 
studying to see all the places it is discussed 
in the commentary.  

If you are comfortable using Hebrew, try these 

resources to take your research a little deeper. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/smiths-bible-dictionary/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/smiths-bible-dictionary/
http://www.internationalstandardbible.com/

